Notes:  Congregational Meeting January 12, 2014
What is God telling US?

Len opened with prayer . . .
Fred:  We have no tight agenda today.  We don’t have blueprint for where we want to end up – and that’s good.  Where do we want to go as a church?  This process will take awhile.

Today we will feel our way.  We have grown together in these last months. We have come a long ways.  We are different people – but we all love the Lord and our neighbor.  We will continue to grow together.

First thing today – let’s hear what God is “saying” to us.  What is the Lord putting in our hearts?
Len:  The first time we met to explore our future together, we said we needed a statement of faith.  I think a brief statement of faith is best.  A large statement of faith can be divisive.  I have had this King of Kings purpose statement hanging by my desk since then and I think this is a good statement of Faith:

1. The name of the Society is “King of Kings New Testament Church”

2. The purposes of the Society are:

a. To bring glory to God through exalting and proclaiming the Lord Jesus Christ

b. To equip persons for effective Christian living through training and education

c. To extend the right hand of fellowship to all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ

d. To be led and directed by the Holy Spirit of God in agreement with the Holy Scriptures

e. To surrender all the needs of the Society to God the Father through the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in prayer

f. To support spiritually and temporally groups and individuals in their service to the Lord Jesus Christ

g. To be an expression of the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

I appreciate this simple statement

Elaine:  God loves us.  1 John 4: 7-12:
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
Rick:  Cathy said the community should look at us and say “look at them.  They love each other!
Linda:  During worship this morning, two thoughts occurred to me – imagination and platypus.  What does this have to say to us?  God can take many parts and put us together to be ONE.  We believe in the lord Jesus Christ.  This could be an awesome thing.

Pat:  Work in unity under Jesus Christ.

Neva:  As I was walking last night with the stars overhead I paused on and hill and observed the wind blowing a tree violently but no wind was hitting on me.  Sometimes things happen to people and then come to me.  

Wendy:  About a year ago I had a thought – “we can be a hospital for hurting people.”  As I prayed, scripture came to mind:

Matthew 25:35.  
35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
Isaiah 58: 6-7

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free
and break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?   
We need to be praying for The Bridge Ministry.  That is important.  
Mat 28: 16-20. 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Mark 16 15-18
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
Luke 24: 44-49
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Last night I could not hear God’s voice.  I have so many thoughts going on in my head.  Then I heard his voice.  He is able to speak to us, even when are thoughts are swirling.  He reminded me:

 John 14: 12.  
12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
John 15:7-8.  
7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Heb 11:6.  “I have many good things for you to do in the years ahead.  Pray prayers of protection.” 
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Eph 4:11-13
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Jean:  We came together as two separate groups.  Now I don’t feel like that anymore.  We need to move forward.  Our church can be a place of refreshment from the world.  People can meet Jesus HERE.  There is a clear call to people when they come here.  We need to share the Good News.  

Rick:  A spiritually hungry person should find spiritual food here.  We must do that here.  Food of life!

Julie:  When I pray with the girls every night – I tell them “think about what you did today”.  I ask God to help and protect the girls – let them show that they are different and others will see.
Chris:  I can’t speak for Mark. But he has a heart for a ministry at Parkview Manor.  1 Corinthians 15:58 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
We need to be strong and faithful.  God is putting something together.

Wendy:  There is a big need at Parkview Manor.  People need friendship and need prayer.  Some can’t get out to church.  Christian fellowship needed.  

Rick:  Mark and Chris are in the community see the needs at Parkview and other places.  It is in Mark’s heart.

Rick:  I had a dream the other night.  We have a leaky roof on our home.  Pat Sheppard came to fix it and he did it with one piece that covered the whole roof.  Pat Sheppard is the Good “Shepherd”.  I think the Good Shepherd (Christ) can cover us with one piece.  
Dara:  Last Sunday, there was a verse about orphans – we’ve all come from somewhere else to this family because of the love of Jesus.  We now have the ability to reach out and share the Good News.  Being Real, showing how Jesus works in the world.  How he has affected our lives.  People can see aspects of Jesus in us.  
John 14: 18
I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Because I live, you also will live.

Elizabeth:  I was reading from today’s message in “Our Daily Bread” – It said:
Connection to a community of believers is vital in our Christian walk.  One way that God chooses to show His love to us is through relationships.  We all need Christian fellowship to build us up and hold us up.

Jane:  God can speak through us!

Dave:  People in the community know what’s going on here.  The way we come together (or not) will be seen.  I want us to SHINE.

Martin:  II Thessalonians1: 2, 3, 11, and 12.  We are recipients from God.  We learn to live in peace.   Give thanks to God because Faith is enlarged and grows ever greater.  We need to pray for one another.  When we are in the world, we display God’s goodness.  The name of Christ will be glorified in us.  By the Grace of God that goodness will goosh out.  As we experience together, we will build each other up.  Our relationships to each other are the KEY to the church.  As we minister to each other we will empower each other in ministry.
2 Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters,[b] and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. 

11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.[
Alan:  In my prayers I hoped for that flash of lightning that would show me the way.  I didn’t get that, but I did hear a calm assurance that we are heading in the right direction and I should stay firm with the effort.
Fred:  Jane and I also received no flash from above – just carry on and work together.

How many needs in the community can we meet?  We don’t have a clear vision of what we will be.  We need to reach out to the community and include everyone that wants to be a part.

Do we need a vision statement as Len suggested?  Let’s move on.
Phase II – What are the attributes we want to see in our church community?

· Compassion

· Joy

· Known for Love for one another.

· Place of grace and truth

· God is active here!

· Seeking God’s face

· Attitude of Love

· A place of refuge

· Humility with brokenness

· Growing in the fruits of God’s spirit

· Welcoming

· Celebrate our diversity
· Passionate about Jesus

· Passionate Worship

· Enthusiastic

· Can-do/servanthood/bear the cross of Christ.  We are broken people ourselves.  Reach people’s hearts.  May be sloppy and messy.

· We’re all on our faith journey together.  Wherever we are on that journey.  We want to journey with others.

· Be responsive to community needs.

· We are vulnerable people sharing with others (our own struggles).  This allows others to open up.

· Richard:  We all come in the Spirit.  If we anchor on scripture, then faith has an opportunity to develop.  We are all at different levels.  But God’s word does not change.  Word made flesh.  

· Steadfast in the word of the Lord.

· Submission to Christ and Submission to one another.

· Genuine about where we come from.  Make it simple.

· We have something worth believing in and sharing.

· Truth is “Jesus” not a doctrine.

What’s next?

A vision/faith statement.  Start with what Len shared. (see page 1)
What needs in the community can we address?

How do we get to where we want to be?
Sharing information – these notes and other records of this process can be found online:
http://integraonline.com/~hoffmeis
Future meetings?  Continue with the larger/open group.  
Shall we meet after church?  It is difficult to separate worship from business.  
But, this is holy business.  The worship experience prepares our hearts to do God’s work/business.
February 16 next meeting after worship.
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