Suggestions from Martin for some possible wording to replace the Principle below:

To grow in our personal faith, we will:

· Study His Word as revealed in the Holy Bible.

· Collectively participate in group Bible study and discussion.

· Intentionally share our faith journeys and traditions with one another and seek to understand and learn from other Christian traditions and interpretations of scripture.
Preamble to my suggestions on rewording the Guiding Principle above:
2 Corinthians 5:14-19 (not 16) 20-21
For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and he died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf…Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature (creation); the old things passed away; behold new things have come.  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, Namely, that God was in Christ  reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against the, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Acts 2: 37-39

Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”  Pater said to them, “Repent and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins: and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”
John 1: 31-33; 3: 3, 5-7; John 4:10; John 7:37-39; John 5:39-40
I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifest to Israel, I came baptizing in water.” John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him.  I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’”

Jesus answered and said to him [Nicodemus], “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again {or from above} he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  … Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’”
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ “But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Your search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.
Acts 1:1-8 [should all be read, but the relevant parts quoted below]

…about all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when He was taken up, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen…Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which, you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My witness both I Jerusalem, and I all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
Summary—The Basis for my Suggested Wording

As I mentioned on Sunday, God has initiated a plan, in the person of His Son, Jesus, to bring the human race back to Himself.  That plan includes Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit (John 14:16 and 17), and He did send Him, and He did come to those who believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  So, according to the Scriptures, (for this is our common point of revelation and understanding) our faith in Jesus and our love for Him and His Kingdom (His Church), will result in an intimate involvement of each person with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus and the apostles, whom He chose, have given testimony to this involvement (more precisely comfort and fellowship).
I hope we take very seriously the teaching on the Holy Spirit as Mark moves through the letter to the Ephesians.  For without the Holy Spirit, we are no better off than were the Children of Israel under the Old Covenant.  But with the Holy Spirit, as Jesus taught and the apostles further explained, we are an entirely new race of people.  To use Peter’s words (1 Peter 2:9) “ But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own Possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  Consider a few of the realities that are unto us, and all those who have believed upon the Lord Jesus Christ, who are recipients of grace by the working of the Holy Spirit whom Jesus SENT to those, us, who have believed upon his name.  The Holy Spirit:
· Empowers us to witness for Jesus and to serve Him  Acts 1:8
· Is the source of the love of God, which is His Nature, poured into our hearts so that we can love as HE LOVES Romans 5:5
· Is the assurance of our salvation and Heavenly Home  Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30
· Is the producer of the Fruits of the nature of God  in us  Galatians 5:22-23
· Who brought conviction on us of our sin, His righteousness, the judgment of all humanity  John 16:7-11
· Who gives spiritual gifts to the church for the benefit of all  1 Corinthians 12:7 (12, 13, 14)
· Who assists us when we don’t even know how to pray  Romans 8: 26 &27; Jude 19-21
· Who even enables us to sing under His presence in us  1 Corinthians 14:15
· Who generally comforts and directs the church Acts 9:31
Therefore, as an indispensable part of how we grow in our personal faith, both the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit must be mentioned. Without them both, we have missed the very core of the New Covenant.  The Old is finished; the New has come.  It is both our responsibility and joy to discover what the New Covenant is all about and not be distracted or give place to those things which are not of God, which are not even pleasing to God, that have crept into what is called Christianity (e.g. Colossians 3:16 to 23) and robbed us of what God really has provided for those who believe on His Son.
Some possible wordings for “To Grow in our Personal Faith we will” could be:

· Study God’s Word as revealed in the Holy Bible to discover and apply the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to our individual lives and our fellowship together.

· Collectively participate in group Bible study and discussion to discern those practices within the collective body of “Christendom” that are consistent with the testimony of Scripture and the work of the Holy Spirit, and are thereby pleasing to the Lord and profitable for us to exercise.

· Intentionally pray for one another that the Will of God in Christ Jesus might be fulfilled in our lives through the work of the Holy Spirit.
· Ephesians 5:10; I Thessalonians 5:12-28
· Galatians 2:5 (the chapter in general)  Ephesians 4:1-16
· Ephesians 1:15-23 and Ephesians 3:14-21
